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Mr, Othman's claim of neutrality as to where CIA erects its building
must be taken as his honest statement -- but in al) friendliness we should’:
recall that Othman lives in McLean, proclaims friendship for Ssm Neel, works -
with Tory Lewls; and incidéntally, the NEWS -- 1liie a1l Washington papers -
_ Wants the bullding in the District where its main sdvertisera have hcag
' Why shouldn't CIA swrplus property be publis:
bidders as such, like any other.surplus -Govermment |
. Ject Othman wants‘:to discuss “én the record.¥ . 1-

and recommend the Dirgct('n‘ granti.t.. e

~CIA 15 a secret security organizatiorm, The WAY té Fwtaln'sbérecy is to'be
silent. The Acts of 1947 and 1949 place definits Tésponsibilities upon the -
Director to see that methods of operation, nuxbers of employees, pay, titles,
et cotera, are not made public, Were CIA to publish items it buys, as CIA bid
and sold supplies, etc., it certainly would be giving foreign intelligence - = -
agencies -- potential enemies -- inklings as. to what it is doing, vhy it buys
these items, how many people and what e .(scientists, amh"atls are to use =
them; and these non-secret every~day usé items. -= atlases, maps of Africa, eto,, -
for example -~ have intelligence implications that might be used against CIA,
using this 1ittle item, that 1ittle item, to build up a pattern or a picture,
What intelligence agency does that any place in the woarld?. When wa have & . -
"surplus" why ‘should CIA be associated with it? .GSA sells surplus property .
for the value of the property, not because it is Ariy! ‘Favy, or CIA property. . .
1t is GSA property end even the Press adds notiing. to-its. news slory by saying

it is CIA rather than GSA. The secrecy again 4w pétuliar to an intelligence o
agency that has potential. enemios studyirg any and &)1 dsta it cmn got re CIA; -

ma, padd 46 be fufy, doing” -

Recommend DCT see him wholly "on the recordt and comvert: hiz,
o . 95X1A. . L

Othman's reference to $2 tobacco is'a

3 81light snide comment ta appeal to the mass:
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